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PGA Europe process discuslon 
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meeting 

Discussion on the problems of Balkan (interna¬ 
tional) network 

These are more points for the further discussion 

♦Importance was placed under a develpoment of 
autonomous Balkan network of collectives and 
groups via and beyond PGA. Here,a very interest¬ 
ing discussion on the past cooperation and actions 
was held. Let me summarize couple points. 


♦In the past, especially between years 2001- 
2004, there was a strong link, connection between 
Ljubljana and Zagreb and also Beograd's activ- 
itsic scene. It was (but not only) mainly focused 
around »anarchisttc« networks. The first Balkan 
anarchist bookfair was held in Ljubljana, later on 
into be discussed: 
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Idea of the Newsletter 


At the PGA-conference in dijon a need 
for a non digital communication-tool 
was mentioned. 

There was the idea to refresh a printed 
newsletter. This project we would like 
to start with this call. 

This newsletter will be a fo¬ 
rum of debates and wil tell about 
projects,actions and struggles of col¬ 
lectives related to PGA. The newsletter 
does not speak in the name of the net¬ 
work but is inspired by PGA(and at the 
moment only on an european base). 
Therefor it will be an autonomous 
project with subjective views but can 
only work through the participation of 
various collectives and single persons 
in the network. 

This project should be an open process 
and switching workgroups take the 
respnsibility for each issue. 

This group announces their idea for 
an next issue and sets a adeadline I 
for articles (both on the pga process 
list). After layouting and publishing it's 
also helpful, if the workgroup cares 
for skill-sharing with the next group 
(which means to introduce in the tools 
used for the newsletter). 

The final printing and distribution is 
like the creation of articles in the re¬ 
sponsibility of all the collectives and 
single persons in the network. To make 
the next newsletter a better instru¬ 
ment if information and perhaps more 
open to global struggles,please sent 
articles. 















There is a time-lapsing of activities/topics 
(Slovenia is already in NATO, while Croatia, 
Serbia are only now in this process) 
Friendship ties are important, but they don't 
necessarily provide future organisation etc. 
Lack of people, lack of infrastructure. 

One needs to address the issue of common 
topics, problematic that is shared by other 
local situations in Balkans... similarities and 
diffrences 

Problem of the culture of resistance 

Peoples Global Action 5th European con¬ 
ference 

International preparation Meeting in 
Thessaloniki 

19th - 21st of October 2007 

Help and ideas are needed to organize the 

next conference and to go on 

with the pga dynamic. 

We would like to anounce a preparation Eu¬ 
ropean meeting of the PGA process 
in Thessaloniki the third weekend of October. 
The aim of the meeting is to discuss the top¬ 
ics, location, time and 
organization, 

of the conference and continue building con¬ 
tacts within the PGA process. 

We want to go on working on the constitution 
of the next convenor 

collective, on its links with the balkan pga 
network and on the way other 
collectives around europe can participate to 
the preparation of the 
conference. 

Next PGA convenor - Who Are We? 

A small presentation of temporary conve¬ 
nors. 

We are activists from the Greek region who 

launched and encouraged the 

idea of a PGA conference in north greece. All 

of us are involved with 

several projects, collectives and networks. 


At the moment we are 
especially activists involved with Indymedia 
tools, autonomous spaces, diy 
and enviromental issues like biotech and ag¬ 
riculture. We hope for the 
convenor group to be in Balkan as well as 
Greek. For this reason, we have 
not yet decided upon a name for this conve¬ 
nor collective. 

We invite every group involved with the PGA 
dynamic, every activist with 
an affinity to the 5 hallmarks of the PGA and 
the idea of a global 

grassroots anti-hierarchical network to come 

help us with this conference 

process. 

proposed agenda of the meeting 

- logistics 

- contacts and communication 

- digital tools 

- convenor collective 

- dates and location of the conference 

- topics of the conference 


* in the PGA inspired infotour around 
200 activists have been attended 

keywords of this tour 

- creating a web site for balkans , eastern 
europe , turkey 

- use as a basic communication tool the pga 
balkan list 

- involvement with the international prepara¬ 
tion meeting next October in 

DELTA autonomous space thessaloniki 

- publish in the preperation meeting a new 
call out of action to every 

grassroot collective against the NATO summit 
in Bucarest next march as 
well as designing a new poster and spread it 
out in europe 

- a second international preperation meeting 
of PGA during NATO summit 

- develop a balkan convenor network for the 
next conference 

- with the responsibility of the greek activists 
cover the second issue of 

the PGA inspired newsletter 

- collect the different articles and collective 
presentation texts for the 

newsletter 


















indy.gr Greece 


CONTACTS AROUND 


BALKANS AND BEYOND 


Infocenter "ECOTOPIA "Razgrad 


BulgariaWe are happy to announce you, 
that after a long searching of a place, we 
finally found it and established an alterna¬ 
tive youth information center in Razgrad. 
The infocenter is called "ECOTGPIA" and it 
is the first counterculture youth house in 
Bulgaria, It has free library and a reading 
room where you can find materials about 
the environmentalism, the struggle of the 
oppressed people and communities around 
the world, animal rights, vegetarianism, 
anarchofemimsm, anarchopunk etc. The 
infocenter now works once a week - every 
Wednesday from 15:00 to 17:00. We have 
been starting doing film screenings there 
and organizing discussions, presentations, 
exhibitions, concerts and other activities 
for the future. Everyone who is interested, 
has fresh ideas, wants to learn or to help in 
some way - get in touch. 

If there's anyone who can help us with 
some propaganda materials, books, DVDs 
or everything for the infoshop you can 
write us at infocenter.ecotopia (at) gmail. 
com 


is an open community of people offering 
grassroots & non-commercial coverage. It is 
based on the Indymedia network's 
principles of unity and provides digital tools 
for open publishing and social activism (wiki, 
mailing lists and more) 

We struggle to provide a positive proposal on 
how people can produce and 
share information creatively, free from dis¬ 
criminations and authoritarian relationships. 

More information at http://indy.gr/about 

Diymuslc athens 

is a website that focuses and supports : 
spaces , squats , collectives , individuals , art 
activities beyond and against commercial¬ 
ism. Diymusic is a selforganised (do it your 
self) digital space. Everyone can share skiils 
, info and ideas related with the main aim of 
the effort - diymusic.org 

keywords: 

autonomous spaces , diy activities , non 
commercial arts , indymedia 
tools , digital struggles 

contact: 

info at diymusic.org 


F.A.R.M.A.athens 

(Fight for Alternative Renewable Methods and 
Autonomy) is a collective 
that is active in Athens, Greece, and is mainly 
involved with solidarity work in 
electrical energy issues for the Zapatista com¬ 
munities, renewable energy sources and 
energy autonomy, construction of DIY wind tur¬ 
bines and radical ecology. 


PGA PROCESS - digital tools 

pgaconference.org 

pga conferences and activities in Europe 
agp.org pga global site 
all4all.org global action data base 


One of the main objectives of the group is to 
raise the money needed and actually 
install a small hydro generator to supply elec¬ 
tricity for a remote medical clinic in 
the Northern Zone of the Zapatista communi¬ 
ties. 

Alongside with this, workshops on how to build 

DIY wind turbines based on recycled 

and basic materials take place in a social centre 

in Athens. As a result, a small 

100 watt wind turbine has been installed in 

a squatted social centre to act as a 

test turbine. 

Contact: farma@riseup.net 


deletetheborder.org pga inspired blog 
mailing lists 

pga_europe_process@squat.net 
pga in europe discussion list 

pga„europe_resistance@squat.net actions 
announcement list 

pgabalkan@eurodusnie.nl 
balkan pga coordination list 


What happened in Popinci? 


- keep the contact and exchange ideas , mate 
rials as well as keep updating 

the infopoint network in the balkan region 

- share the contacts of this infotour 

- translate the 5 hallmarks in different langua 
ges and add them at peoplesglobalaction.org 

- call for a small meeting and share the exper 
ience of this infotour with the next collective 
who is interest to start a new one 

- discuss further for the visa problem 

- further dicussion of the location of the conf¬ 
erence 

- new pga insired infotour in the winter - spri¬ 
ng in post Yugoslavian countries 

- creating a translation collective 

- start designing an issue for the next confer¬ 
ence at pgaconference.org with more transla¬ 
tions 


ENVIRONMENTAL GRASSROOTS 
PROTESTS IN BULGARIA 

In the last months the environmental move¬ 
ment in Bulgaria started to iook something 
like the beginning of a movement indeed. 
There had been street blockades, big dem¬ 
onstrations and many other smaller and 
larger actions of various kinds throughout the 
country. We are using the word "movement", 
because all of a sudden different actions were 
organized from many different groups and 
individuals and the struggles went a bit out 
of the NGOs into a level that is more close 
to the grassroots forms of organizing, but 
still the whole thing was working close to the 
NGOs. It felt like all that increase in actions 
and all that came all of a sudden, but the 
truth is that what is going on now is a result 
of years of hard work behind. We will try to 
give a brief explanation of the processes that 
are going on here from our very subjective 
and somewhat anti-authoritarian perspective, 
so have in mind that there are many other 
opinions of what is going on here. 

Now let's look of what has influenced the 
recent developments. In the last year - 2006 
- there had been two large and somewhat 
successful campaigns that were coming not 
only from the NGOs, but from different grass¬ 
roots initiatives as well. 


For some years now there has been a project 
from one Canadian corporation for the creation 
of a cyanide gold mine near a village callePopin- 
ci. The people there have been resisting the 
project, because of various reasons. Mainly it is 
the understanding of the local people about that 
the large multinational company, that is trying 
to undertake the developmental project, would 
only use them as cheap labor in order to be able 
to exploit the gold in the mine as fast as pos¬ 
sible, the natural environment in the area will 
be destroyed and there will be potential health 
problems for them and their children. There 
have been nearly identical cases in other coun¬ 
tries (Rosia Montana in Romania for example) 
and the people in Bulgaria were very aware of 
them and thus of the results of similar develop¬ 
mental projects in other places. Speaking about 
the resistance it is good to know here that apart 
from the grassroots initiatives in Popinci and the 
other villages of the area, the struggle against 
the cyanide gold mine was supported from vari¬ 
ous environmental NGOs, individual activists 
(both bulgarian as well as international) as well 
as from the local authorities. It is important to 
note that the vast majority of the local people 
were against the project, there was a iocal ref¬ 
erendum and something like 97% voted against 
it. 

When in July 2006, against the will of the peo¬ 
ple, in the region the project started its ini¬ 
tial work about two hundred people went on a 
barricade to stop them, the state had send riot 
police (gendarmerie), which was not finally send 
to attack the blockade, but some people from 
the mafia did. There were some clashes with 
the "security" forces, and one person from the 
village was stabbed with knife almost to death 
after being on the blockade. The official police 
statement about the murder attempt is that he 
had committed attempt for suicide, because of 
private problems - a proof of the cooperation 
between the state, the police, the mafia and the 
investors. In the end, after 36 days of constant 
blockade the company went away and tempo¬ 
rarily canceled the project. 

The most recent update on the case that we 
have is that on 25th of April 2007 there was 
information that the company might be trying to 
start the project again. The people there once 
again seem to be ready to fight. 

The same problem emerged in Rodopi Mountain, 
where the corporation Dundee Precious Metals 
wants to create another cyanide gold mine. 



What happens with "Da Spasim Irakis" 
(To Save Irakis)? 

The other big campaign last year was the 
case with "Da Spasim Irakli". While it might 
have not been as successful as the case with 
the mine in terms of its own goals, it has 
succeeded to a much great extend to influ¬ 
ence the environmental movement in Bul¬ 
garia. 

Irakli is a protected natural area next to one 
small village at the black sea coast. It is very 
popular because many alternative people 
use the beach there for "illegal" camping; it's 
still very preserved nature with many rare 
and "supposed to be protected by the state" 
species of both animals and plants. In the 
beginning of last year there was information 
that there is a project of the construction 
of a resort village near to the beach. Apart 
from that the beach is important for a lot of 
people who go camping there, most of the 
society in Bulgaria is very angry of what is 
going on in the seaside - overdevelopment: 
huge hotels and resort areas, result of which 
is the destruction of environment and the im¬ 
possibility of people to have a quiet and calm 
holidays between the huge concrete sites. 

"Da Spasim Irakli" (To Save Irakli) started 
as a grassroots initiative in the support of 
that beach, first spreading call-outs in the 
internet, but pretty fast it grew to a very big 
campaign and a lot of people showed solidar¬ 
ity with and it became a symbol of environ¬ 
mental struggles and the anger of people. 
There were many kinds of actions and the 
people from the group "Da Spasim Irakli" 
managed to have a very successful PR cam¬ 
paign with the mass media and the struggle 
received a very strong and also positive to 
some extend mass media attention. The 
group is working closely with the environ¬ 
mental NGOs and many of the active people 
are actually working in some of them. That 
is why probably most of the people accepted 
the idea that in order to actually save Irakli 
their chance is to use the two directives of 
the European Union (Bulgaria became part 
of EU in 2007) forming the network of Na- 
tura200Q (I will brief that network below). 
The limited success in the struggle itself was 
that the State had freeze any developments 
in the area for an year and while people were 
hoping that this would be extended, very re¬ 
cently the State has removed the territories 
where the developmental project is to take 


place and the construction might soon begin 
as the company is already preparing. Proba¬ 
bly the most extreme cases were when some 
private security forces had destroyed some 
small infrastructures (like little tables, bench¬ 
es, places for fire etc.) there, which had been 
made by the people who had been using the 
beach "illegally" throughout the years, and 
the other one is when the backpacks of some 
people who were camping there were burnt. 
All of the building projects in Irakli are ap¬ 
proved and soon will start. One of the proj¬ 
ects is financed by AKB Forest, led by former 
member of the communist regime. 

I mentioned the EU Network NATURA2000 
and that many activists (both NGO and 
grassroots) have accepted it as the only 
chance to protect the natural environment. 
But what is it briefly? It is basically a net¬ 
work that is supposed to exist in all EU mem¬ 
ber states consisting of protected territories, 
where the survivor of a certain part of some 
endangered species has to be observed and 
it is backed by two EU directives. The territo¬ 
ries themselves had to be offered by experts 
from the NGOs and the state to approve 
them. Last year a large campaign started 
with the idea to back up the territories that 
had been proposed by the NGOs to the State 
and what happened in the end is that the 
State had accepted a much lower percentage 
than what the NGOs had expected. The ef¬ 
fectiveness of NATURA2000 network could of 
course be arguable. 


The case with Stranja in the summer of 
2007 

This is where most certainly everyone here 
felt a change. On 29 June the status of the 
natural park Stranja had been removed by 
the High Court Council, after the company 
that started the trial - "Crash2000" - won 
the trial it had started few months before. 
Natural Park Stranja is may be the one with 
the most wildlife and preserved natural 
environment here so it was not unexpected 
that people got so angry. Very soon after the 
news different protests in different cities took 
place. The first 3 of them were the so called 
"flash mobs". On the second protest about 
400 people blockaded the main crossroad in 
the capitoi Sofia for 30-40 minutes. 35 peo¬ 
ple were arrested. Different actions went on 
throughout all the country for some weeks, 
and even there were no more blockades, 


of solidarity between: 

* different users of autonomous spaces 
(either current or potential): co-operatives, 
people without papers, activists, travellers, 
immigrants, urbanites, rural dwellers, small 

farms; 

* different ways of using spaces; activi¬ 
ties for the community, meeting area for 
groups, living spaces; 

* enable the forming of common strat¬ 
egies when faced with state repression or 
eviction; 

Who are we, 

how can we collaborate on this project, 

and make it happen? 

At the moment, we are a group of people 
involved with various autonomous spaces 
around Europe, who decided to start discuss¬ 
ing this call. We'll meet various collectives 
in the coming months and see how people 
feel about this proposal for european days of 
action, and how they want to get involved. 

Its success depends a lot on our capacity to 
create a bigger international working group. 
This would mean everybody who wanted to 
take part into it would try to start dress¬ 
ing the idea in various spaces, creating and 
distributing some propaganda materials and 
networking information about what's going 
on near them during those days. We would 
also like to organize a physical meeting 
about all this in the upcoming months. Get in 
touch! 

Preparation meeting 

The success of this call now depends upon 
our capacity to create a bigger international 
working group. The whole event will happen 
without any "central commitee", and will be 
made of a various autonomous decentralised 
actions. Still, we think it is important to have 
a physical meeting, in order to exchange 
ideas and strategies, discuss the contents of 
the call, see how to create common informa¬ 
tion tools around that project, how to con¬ 
nect and help the various local initiatives. 
Thus, we're calling for an international prep¬ 
aration & coordination meeting on November 
24th & 25th 2007, in the autonomous space 
"Les Tanneries", located in Dijon, France. 

It is a squatted social centre in a post-in¬ 
dustrial environment, occupied since 1998. 
Thanks to years of struggle against the city 
council owning the buildings, the project has 
reached a certain degree of stability. 


It hosts a collective house, a gig room, a 
hacklab, a free shop, an infoshop, a collec¬ 
tive garden, a library... 

We hope that many of you will be able to 
join. Please tell us a bit in advance if you're 
planning to come, so that we get an idea of 
the number of people we have to accomo¬ 
date and plan food for. You're very welcome 
to pass this invitation to squats and autono¬ 
mous spaces that you know. 

Getting in touch & helping out 

Please get in touch, by writing to april2008 
at squat dot net. 

Any help with translations in whatever lan¬ 
guages is greatly appreciated. 

PGA - People's Global Action - started in 1998, it has been 
a tool and a diffuse structure coordinating groups and people 
sharing common struggles and practices, in accordance with 
various anticapitalist and anti-authoritarian principles (see 
the hallmarks). PGA initiated the Intercontinental caravan in 
1999, as well as international action days of actions against 
the G8, the WTO, the World Bank, the IMF... In Seattle, 
Genoa, Prague, and in a number of less popular events, PGA 
was a driving force behind numerous actions and reflections. 
At the convergence of international initiatives and local 
struggles, groups close to the PGA are now looking for new 
drives to challenge stagnation. 

In Europe, groups who identify with the PGA principles 
meet about once every two years, through the initiative of a 
“convenor” collective. Since 1998, these conferences have 
been the opportunity for several days of exchanging prac¬ 
tices and knowledge, and of establishing bonds, which allow 
us to be better organized in common actions. 

HALLMARKS 

* A very clear rejection of capitalism, imperialism and feu¬ 
dalism; all trade agreements, institutions and governments 
that promote destructive globalisation; 

* We reject all forms and systems of domination and dis¬ 
crimination including, but not limited to, patriarchy, racism 
and religious fundamentalism of all creeds. We embrace the 
full dignity of all human beings. 

* A confrontational attitude, since we do not think that lob¬ 
bying can have a major impact in such biased and undemo¬ 
cratic organisations, in which transnational capital is the 
only real policy-maker; 

* A call to direct action and civil disobedience, support for 
social movements’ struggles, advocating forms of resistance 
which maximize respect for life and oppressed peoples’ 
rights, as well as the construction of local alternatives to 
global capitalism; 

* An organisational philosophy based on decentralisation 
and autonomy. 




autonomous spaces, either urban or rural, 
to take control of their own lives. They are a 
tool, a tactic, a practice, and a way for peo¬ 
ple to live out their struggles. For decades, 
squat movements across Europe and beyond 
have fought capitalist development, contrib¬ 
uting to local struggles against destruction; 
providing alternatives to profit-making and 
consumer culture; running social centres and 
participatory activities outside of the main¬ 
stream economy. Demonstrating the possi¬ 
bilities for self-organising without hierarchy; 
creating international networks of exchange 
and solidarity. These networks have changed 
many lives, breaking out of social control and 
providing free spaces where people can live 
outside the norm. 

Among other things, these places provide 
bases for meetings and projects, for the cre¬ 
ation and distribution of subversive culture, 
for the non-monetary based exchange of 
goods, resources and knowledge, for experi- 
mentating with new ways of living, for collec¬ 
tive debates, for recycling and construction, 
for agricultural activities, for the production 
of independant media. 

Whether we speak of urban squats or of pur¬ 
chased land, of negotiated or re-appropriated 
rural land, of restored factories or self-built 
buildings, these spaces are refuges for reb¬ 
els and outlaws, poor and homeless people, 
radical activists, illegal immigrants. Social 
centres are crucial to us as part of a move¬ 
ment for social change. 

All over Europe, 

repressive agendas are being pushed by 
governments 

They are attacking long-standing autono¬ 
mous spaces such as the Ungdomshuset 
in Copenhagen, Koepi and Rigaer StraBe in 
Berlin, EKH in Vienna and Les Tanneries in 
Dijon, squatted social centres in London and 
Amsterdam, I fa net in Thessaloniki, etc. In 
France, squats have become a priority target 
for the police after the anti-CPE movement 
and the wave of actions and riots that hap¬ 
pened during the presidential elections pe¬ 
riod. In Germany, many autonomous spaces 
have been searched and attacked before the 
G8 summit. In Geneva and Barcelona, two 
old and big squatting "fortresses", the au¬ 
thorities have decided to try to put an end to 
the movement. Whereas it is still possible to 
occupy empty buildings in some countries, it 
has already become a crime in some others. 
In the countryside, access to land is becom¬ 


ing harder and communes face increasing 
problems from legislation on hygiene, secu¬ 
rity and gentrification by the bourgeoisie and 
tourists. All over Europe, independent cul¬ 
tures are being threatened. 

Several months ago we saw running battles 
in the streets of Copenhagen and actions ev¬ 
erywhere in Europe in an explosion of anger 
at the eviction of the Ungdomshuset social 
centre. Since then, and with a few other big 
resistance stories that happened over the 
last months, we've managed to renew the 
meaning of international solidarity. 

We are motivated by the same passions, we 
feel the same determination, face a common 
enemy in repression, and are united across 
borders by our desire to build a world of 
equality and self-determination. As unaligned 
and ungovernable islands of uncontrolled 
freedom we want to continue to act in soli¬ 
darity, and strengthen our international links, 
no matter how many kilometres there are 
between us. 

Issues beyond the actions 

We also would like these days of actions to 
enable and inspire discussion, to demon¬ 
strate various possibilities & strategies, to be 
an occasion to share skills. These are some 
of the issues we would like to push: 

* what do we expect from and under¬ 
stand by autonomous spaces? What is their 
role in the pursuit of radical social change? 
Where do they lie on the scale ofalternative' 
to 'confrontational'? 

* share information on the range of ac¬ 
tivities that take place in autonomous social 
spaces along with ideas for how to make 
them work; question the production of goods 
and services; and encourage the exchange of 
knowledge particularly between the town and 
the countryside. 

* share experiences, inspire each other, 
find out how others live collectively, and their 
activities, alternative economic exchange 
systems... 

* share various ways of getting spaces 
all over europe: illegal occupations, Do It 
Yourself constructions, wagenburgs, buying 
collectively, free contracts... 

* share practical resources and a feeling 


many of the actions were "without permit", 
which here is considered a bit as a revolu¬ 
tionary act. The number of actions for such 
a short time, the fact that they were hap¬ 
pening everywhere in the country as well as 
the way they were organized, was something 
that was unseen here after (and surely at 
the times of) the bolshevist dictatorship. This 
campaign managed to cause some pressure 
towards the state and in the end there was 
a decision by the Pariiament that lead to the 
"return" of the status of Natural Park Stranja. 
This was very inspiring for people as they 
saw a direct effect of their actions, but still 
that was no victory first because on the way 
that it was made - the law the Parliament 
passed is very arguable - as well as that now 
the situation with the illegal construction of 
the hotel by "Crash2000" is just what it used 
to be two months ago. Still people went on 
passed that and accepted their struggle as a 
struggle for the entire natural environment 
in Bulgaria. On the day of the decision of the 
Parliament there was probably one of the 
biggest demonstrations in the recent history 
of Bulgaria, which was organized without 
the involvement of any of the authoritarian 
structures, where more than 2000 marched 
in Sofia to say "Nature, Not Concrete". The 
struggle is really going towards a direction of 
expansion in order to be able to cover all the 
environmental and nature preserving topics 
on a nation-wide level. 

There are a lot of other and even bigger 
building projects ("Super Borovetz" and 
"Panichishte" in Rila Mountain). The investors 
here are also big corporations, which come 
from off-shore zones and work with locai 
capitalists with totalitarian past. The protests 
against them already started - on 29th of 
August another crossroad was blocked for an 
hour. One person with his two dogs was ar¬ 
rested for no reason. 

What is the position of the anarchists in 

ail this? 

No "official" position, but collectives such 
as "Katarzis", autonomous anti-authoritarian 
group "AnarhoSaprotiva", "Ecotopia" infoshop 
in Razgrad, who try to work closely together 
very positive, trying to help with little things 
and to show solidarity.) 

Certainly there are lots of people with dif¬ 
ferent forms of horizontal views within the 
movement, but we have to acknowledge the 
fact that it is not the only case. There have 


been talks about the formation of a new 
political party by some of the NGO leaders 
(they see it as a way to make a change), 
some people were speaking on behalf of the 
movement etc ... As well there is a huge dif¬ 
ference between the NGOs, like for example 
environmental association "Za Zemiata" ("For 
The Earth") - the only horizontalist NGO in 
Bulgaria, often seems to be interested in 
forms of direct action, helps with and or¬ 
ganizes street protests and actions, works 
together with grassroots activist groups 
initiatives (such as RoR-Samba band Sofia), 
etc, while there are those NGOs that are very 
professionally oriented (like ecology or differ¬ 
ent animals etc) and there are those which 
are really authoritarian and tied with the 
authority as well... But at the moment there 
is no open conflict between views and they 
coexist together as people are trying to find 
solutions. In its roots this movement is from 
below, even though the thinking of most of 
the people involved is not so radical. 

The movement has also some problems. A 
lot of the people are in some way with pa- 
triotically-nationalistic thinking (some even 
singing the national anthem on the biggest 
protest), which is a potential problem. The 
depoiitisation of politics is another problem 
- a lot of people from the eco-movement 
define themselves as apolitical, turn quite 
easily to simplistic right wing solutions ("free 
market" promises, EU savior from above or 
nationalistic nonsense) and try to find solu¬ 
tions within the capitalist system. 

Environmental problems are more than 
what people could cover, so the only way to 
succeed would be when the movement un¬ 
derstands that it has to be part of a wider 
movement of the struggle against capitalism. 

August2007 

autonomous anti-authoritarian group 
"AnarhoSaprotiva " 

aresistance@riseup.net 

http://www.aresistance.net 




NEWS FROM SLOVENIA 

"Autonomous tribune" as an event in 
the Slovenian student struggle 

A story of autonomous student movement 
begins in iate May in 2007. It definitely 
did not start very ambitiously, quite on the 
contrary, it started as yet another discussion 
about the student conditions in Slovenia, 
why students are so passive, event though 
the situation is getting much more difficult 
with every generation. The attendance of this 
discussion in Metelkova (autonomous cen¬ 
tre in Ljubljana) was surprisingly big - more 
than 50 people attended. What was even 
more surprising - something happened. The 
reflections were suddenly translated into 
actions. It was one of those rare moments 
when words pass from the symbolic to the 
real dimension: someone suggested "Are 
we going to squat the Faculty of arts next 
week?" - and all students willingly embraced 
this suggestion. It was a political promise, 
promise of what was to become alterna¬ 
tive politics to the governmental program of 
privatization of the Slovenian high education 
system (introduction of tuition fees, privi¬ 
leged position of private schools, introduction 
of governmental control of professors etc.). 

The day of the occupation of the Faculty of 
Arts came and with it the first general and 
constitutive meeting of Autonomous Tribune 
(AT). First statement was written (see ap¬ 
pendix), couple of hundreds students attend¬ 
ed the meeting. The main target of critique 
was the general process of privatization and 
exclusive democratic practices. However, 
Autonomous Tribune was successful in radi¬ 
calizing "student" demands that depart from 
the narrow student agenda that just wants 
to preserve actual rights... so, even the first 
statement already addressed antimilitaristic 
issues and the social circumstances in gener¬ 
al. AT stressed the fact that all across Europe 
students are fighting for the same cause, 
against neo-liberal agenda and privatization 
of ail public sectors etc. 

After this meeting - the movement arose 
- it was like a snowball effect. It gained a 
big recognition in media and started spread¬ 
ing to other faculties, where similar meet¬ 
ings and autonomous groups were formed. 
Autonomous tribune started to hold regular 


is a fact that it gained autonomous spaces 
within faculties. Its form of organization is 
directly democratic, horizontal and inclusive. 
It is autonomous of all other student organi¬ 
zation and political parties (the intention to 
influence/discipline AT was not negligible). 

It started politically intervening into public 
spaces, with smaller (graffiti etc) direct ac¬ 
tions and bigger actions: street theater, per¬ 
formances on the convention of right-wing 
civil society initiatives (see also http://av- 
tonomnatribuna.blogspot.com/). In the be¬ 
ginning it was met with a strong repressive 
measures from police that started to crimi¬ 
nalize its actors and its actions. One of the 
official reports stated that participants of the 
actions carried "anti-governmental" slogans 
and are to be persecuted due to this fact. 

The articulation reminds on the older Stalin¬ 
ist and contemporary anti-terrorist measures 
that we are facing today. 

Even the official student organization started 
radicalizing itself and organizing smaller 
actions against the official governmental 
agenda. Student movement was successful 
in postponing the privatization agenda - the 
main actor, the Minister of Higher Education 
was deposed due to his "incompetence", but 
largely this can be attributed to the demand 
of the movement who had already deposed 
him in one of the first actions in front of the 
Slovene Government. 

Even though it seems that everything is nor¬ 
mal today, a new Minister will of course just 
carry on with business as usual. That means 
no rest for AT activists! After a long summer, 
a period of exams, one has to admit that AT 
has lost its momentum. However, new alter¬ 
native agenda is being set: AT is at the mo¬ 
ment organizing a public forum with trade- 
unionist groups against privatization. In the 
middle of November (17.11.) there will be a 
mass demonstration against neoliberal ten¬ 
dencies and student movement will take part 
in this initiative. 


mammm of the autonomous tribune 

FOR THE AUTONOMY OF THE UNIVERSITY 

On the 21st of May a group of students oc¬ 
cupied the main hall of the Faculty of arts 
(University of Ljubljana, Slovenia) with an 
intention of practicing autonomy and free¬ 
dom of thought. We symbolically opened the 
Autonomous Tribune for discussion and de¬ 
bated the study problems, higher education 
reforms, privatization of the university and 
the question of autonomy. With this initiative 
we have joined the students in Europe and 
the World, who have already started the fight 
against neolibera! reforms of educational 
system and the submission of all aspects of 
social life to the logic of market economy. 

The Autonomous Tribune has come to the 
following conclusions: 

We are objecting to the new draft of a bill 
regarding higher education. Not only was the 
bill written without involvement of those who 
should be involved in the first place, that is 
students and workers of the university, but 
also its content is a total failure. 

We demand that any future legal arrange¬ 
ments of this field are based on the next 
premises: 

The University is autonomous! 

The University is not a corporation! 

Study is free and generally available to ev¬ 
eryone! 

Knowledge must not be a matter of privati¬ 
zation and the capitalist profit-oriented logic! 
Knowledge should be a commodity available 
to everyone, serving the whole society and 
not merely the interests of capital. 

University is in the hands of the students and 
not in the hands of the rulers and the capital. 
Educational process must be collective, con¬ 
taining dialogue and is to be based on the 
interest and the needs of the future univer¬ 
sity graduates. It must encourage solidarity, 
spontaneity, imagination, critique and reflec¬ 
tion. 

All programs that encourage militarization 
and subject the study to the market logic 
must be immediately removed from the Uni¬ 
versity. 


projects. So to begin with, we demand that 
both Slovenian soldiers withdraw from Iraq 
and the money spent on such actions is 
given to the socially handicapped families. 

We salute all, who have already publicly 
defended the existing social rights and we 
reject any attempts of further reduction of 
rights. Once again we are appealing to all 
individuals, formal and informal student or¬ 
ganizations, clubs, initiatives, unions, move¬ 
ments and workers in higher education to 
self-organize and publicly defend basic and 
universal rights. 

STUDY IS OUR RIGHT! 

WE DO NOT NEGOTIATE OUR RIGHTS! 

RIGHTS ARE STRUGGLED FOR AND ARE 
NOT GIVEN! 

Autonomous Tribune 
Main hail of the Faculty of Arts 
(University of Ljubljana) 
21.5.2007 


DECETRALISED ACTIONS IN EUROPE TO 
DEFENSE AUTONOMOUS SPACES AND 

SQUATS 

On Friday the 4th and Saturday 
the 5th of Aprii 2008, we call 
for two days of demonstration, 
direct action, public information, 
street-party, squatting... in de¬ 
fence of free spaces and for an 
anti-capitalist popular culture. 

Through these two days, we want to help 
create more visibility of autonomous spaces 
and squats as a european/global political 
movement. We want to develop intercon¬ 
nections and solidarity between squats and 
autonomous spaces. We want to keep linking 
our spaces with new people and new strug¬ 
gles, and support the creation of autono¬ 
mous spaces in places where there has not 
been a history of this kind of action. We want 
to build, step by step, our ability to over¬ 
come the wave of repression falling on us. 

We call for decentralised and autonomous ac¬ 
tions of all kinds, depending on what people 
feel to be the most appropriate to their local 
context. You'll find below the political content 
we wish to give to these two days. 

We are everywhere... 



For centuries, people have used squats and 


